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who dying few houres after him, was 
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Bleſſed aye the dead which dye in the Lord, Sow henceforth yea 


ſaith the Spzrit, that they may reſt from their labours, and 


their works do follow them, Rev, 14.1 3 
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Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord, from henceforth yea 
ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, and 
their works do follow them, Rev, 14.13. 
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To the Right 


HONOUR ABLE 
Tromas;theEarlof 
= and Baron of 


HORLTON : 


Grace and Peace from the Foun- 
| tainof both, the eternal and 


ever bleſſed God, through his _ 
onely begotten Son, the Lord 


Je ſus C gp. 


Right mah, : s 8 


Bf D) T hath pleaſed 


On Wap Cod ire ro 
5) Sp make your Fa- 
mily an houſe 


of f mournin firſt by the 
T } Far] 
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The Epifite Dedicatory. 


death of your truly No- 
ble and Religious Con- 
ſort, and fince by the 
death of two of your 


principal ſervants. I canſſ 


ſay nothing to your Lord- 
ſhip touching that excel- 
lent perſon your Honou- 
rable Lady, having not 
the happineſs to know her 


otherwiſe, than by the re-] 


port of thers : but ſure 
,"_ teſtimony yourLord- 
ſhip hath given her in tha 
ſtately and magnificent Mo- 


nument erected to her me 


mory, 


—— CC 5. ame ad. as acos a 


The Epiſtle Dedlicatoyy. 

mory, as it witli repreſent 
\-|| her a ſtandingpatrern'ts 
eÞ all that delire'to have” pie 
Ir ty and uirte to be-the 
nf ſ#pporters of their hortout 
1. (without which the great- 
1-Þ eſt Titles of Dignities are 
1] but empty ſhells without 
ta kernel ;) ſo will it alſo 
er] prochim to the workd:, 
e-jand as often as you ſhall 
rethink of the ' Elogie you 
44 give her, recall ro your 
ad own mind theoreat "affli 
4 dion you ſuffer in beitie: 
e bereft of her Fweer ſatiety: 
Y, | A & |- and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


andrhat influence which 
her-excellenc ſpirit had in 
ordering and guiding the 
concernments. of yous 


Family. 
God hath "TY plea- 


ſz to call you to another 
Traal , in the latedeceaſe 
of i an Husband and a 
Wife, that moved as well 
in a yoke of your Ho- 


nours ſervice, as of wed- 


| lock, one mich another. 


Your - Lordſhip beſt 
knows your loſs, becauſe 
 youiad ſo long experi- 


56> 4 cIICC 


ence of ; their ſervice; I 
believe few perſons ſince 
the death of that good E- 
lieger , Abrahams Stew- 
ard, could have received 


from their Maſters ſuch 


a Teſtimony as your: 
Lordſhip gave him upon 
his death-bed. 

Bur I refer their Lives 
to the Conſciences of 
thoſe ro whom they were 
belt known, My chief 
buſineſs now 1s to ga- 
ther up ſome of their 
expreſſions , when they 
were 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


The Epiſthe-Dedicatory. 
were about. to-ſurrender 
up their ſouls to: God. 
Surely dying peoples be- 
haviour 18 very-obferva- 
ble, eſpecially when they 
dye in the Lord ; For 


from their expiring ; breath 


ſome quickning force may 
be conveyed to the ftan- 


ders by. And therefore 


the moſt wnderſtanding 
perſon that. ever was, 
faith, 7 hat the heart of 
the wiſe j in' the houſe 
of MOUrmmng.. That is the 
endl of all- mein; - and the 
living 


The Epiſile Dedicatory: 
Irving will lay it to bis 
beart. 

Your hat Houſe 
rang with the roſe of the 
ſweet ſpeeches that ſoun- 
ded from the mouth of 
our devout Friend decea- 
ſed. It is pity that 
what once was ſo de- 
lgheful in our ears,ſhould 
ever ſlip out of our me- 
mories. It may poſlibly 
beget an holy emulation 
in others that knew him, 
to follow his good exam- 
ple, that they may dye 
with 


The Epi file Dedicatory. 
with the like comfort. 

And though his wife 
dyed after another man- 
ner, not ſo ſtrong in the 
aſſurance of Gods fayor, 
for the fir} part of her 
{ickneſle, as he was : : wat; 
[ hope, he that putteth 
his ſervants tears into 
his bottle, did not let hers 
run waſte , and now hath 
wiped them from her face 
for ever. 

The moſt wiſe God 
onely knows what 1s the' 


beſt portion for all his 
chil- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
children, both of Humi- 
lation for fin, and Aſſu- 
rance of bis favour. 

If Canaanbe our Goun- 
trey, it 1s no great mat- 
ter how we get thither, 
as long as we periſh not 
in the Wilderneſſe; But 
with Caleb and Fofhua , 
arrive at laſt at the Land 
of Promiſe, what though 
we are exerciſed ſome- 
times with one want, 
{ometimes with another ? 
Theſe trials are not for 
the r4ine of our perſons , 
but 


T he Epifile Dedicatory. 
but the exerciſe of our 
faith, 

Let us onely learn to 
ſurrender up our ſelves 
wholly to - the will of 
God, and fo to diſ- 
poſe - of our hearts and 
wayes ; that death may 
not ſurpriſe us in our 


frns. Let not the Devil 


and 0ur own bearts blind 


us ſo far , that we ſhould 
live in any known fin a- 
oainſt Conſcience ; Net 
ther let us be ſo unskil- 


ful in the holy Book of [1 


God 


j 


The Epiftle Deflicatory. 
God',:s not to be able 
nimbly. to: judge of our 
own: ations -,... whethes 
they be ſins arno. - The 
Devil is a ſubti} Adver- 
fary.,, and if we want: our 

| Complete Armour, and 
| «fpecially rhe. Sward of 
- | the Spirit, he will be: 4 t00 
/ | hard: [ LY 

1 | Your Lordſbyp is; very 
1 | careful to furniſh your 
- | {elf plentifully with that 
i- | chief” Piece of the Divine 
|- | Harneſs, both by daily 
of | reading of - the holy 
6d | 44] Word 


"8; 
i 
j 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
Word of God, and by 
diligent. peruſal of. es 


other Orthodox W, raters, 


as interpret the "Ivy 


And therefore I hope 


your Loraſhips good ex- 
ample in this behalf, will 


provoke all that are mm 


ted to your Honour , to | 


walk in the ſame ſteps. 
'To this purpoſe I 
make bold to recommend 
the: dying behaviour of 
our. dear friends to all 
your Family in your 


Lordſips name; knowing 
that 


BRIEF NARRATION 


of the ſuckneſs and death of 
Maſter Benjamin Rhodes , 


and his wife Miſireſſe Anne 
Rhodes; the former whereof 
ſfickned on the twenty fourth 


day of July, and died on the 
bard of Aug. 16 5 7+ about e- 
lewen of the clock in the mor- 
ning. The later, diligently at- 
tending her Husband, whileſt 
ber ſtrength edi; was 
at laſt forced to viel to the 
w10lence of her own diftenper. 
She fickned on the twenty 
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ſame grave , at Malden 
Church in Bedfordſhire , in 


(2) 
eichth day of July, aud del 
parted this life on the fourth 
of Aug. 4 little after mid- 
night, ys two of the clock. 
They were both buried in the 


the North Iſle , at the wery 
entrance into the lately ere- 
cied Chappel for the Sepul- 
chre of the Right Honoura- 
ble Diana Counteſs of Ox- 
ford and Elgin,on the fourth 
of Auguſt, 1657. at the 


evening. 


lad 


35 


2F@ fa ledge of theſe two 
= {@ perſons, but onely the 
>, bareNarration of their 
Fea ap Alliance, Afhinities, 
Conjuntion in the ſame yoke of 
Wedlock together , and ſervice to 
the ſame Honourable Lady now with 
God, and to the ſame Right Honou- 
rable Lord, the Earl of Elein, (now 
bleſſed be God yet ſurviving)ot their 


{ickning ſo neer together , dying fo 


little diſtance of crime one from ano- 
ther, burial” ac the ſame ttme, and in 
the ſame place, and grave , and neer 
the ſame noble Miſtrefle they both 
ſerved; it could not choole but much} 


afte&t me, as I doubt not bur that it 


will many perſons that ſhall hear of 
it, though they knew neither our 
brother aor ſiſter here departed. Bur 
when I remember my own relation 
| B 2 10 


Pp? Ad I no farther know- 


ee a ee ne ee nn 


(49 
to the ſame Family, our mutual love, 
commetrce, and reſpects in our daily 
converſation, our frequent Addret- 
ſes to the Throne of Grace, the loſle 
that their Noble Maſter, and his 
whole Family with him ſuſtains,upon 
the withdrawing oi that influence 
whici they had in the management 
of the general conceraments of all 
perſons related to- their Right Ho- 
nourable Lord ; the calamity of the 
affliction would quite over-whelm 
me, and others, I believe, with me, 
did not the conſideration of Gods 
Providence, and their happinefle ſtep 
in, and puta check upon the exorb1i- 
rancy of our paſſions. But when 1 
reflect upon theſe two, I find my ſor- 
row leſſening, my tears drying , and 
the high tempeſt of my griet abating 
into a gentle calm. 
And truly (Beloved ) if good old 
El; ſupported himſelf with one of 
theſe pillars, I mean the Providence 
of God, how much more ought we 


to reſt ſatisfied , and contented with 
both * 


($3 


both 2 I mean ſuch a diſpenſation, of 


Divine Providence, that hath :invol- 
ved and wrapt up in it fo great bene- 


| fit andadvantage to thoſe in whoſe 


ſickneſſe and death ic hath been 
chiefly concerned, Part of that Meſ- 


ſage which E1: heard from Samnel, r Sam.3. 
was, 1 have ſworn, that the iniquity of *+ 


| the houſe of Eli ſhall not be purzcd with 


ſacrifice, nor offering for ever ; and yet 


| the devout ſervant of God, confide- 
| ring whoſe errand Samzuct delivered, 
| ſaith with all patience, and ſubmiſh- 


on unto the will of God , 7t 7s the 


| Lord , let him doe what ſeemeth him 
good, But Gocs dealing with theſe 


his ſervants here before us was ſuch, 
chat though his chaſtilement was 
ſharp, yet 1t was mixed with love , 
and ſent onely to fit and prepare 


| them for better comforts , than any 


can be reaped here below; it was dil- 
penſed unto them , that they might 


V.18. 


be partakers of his holineſſe , and con- 14,v,x x. 
ſequently the better fitted tor that 10. 


everlaſting and eternal happineſle 


Þ 3 which 


(6) 

Which they now enjoy. 
| For my part, TI blefle the goodneſs 
of God, which hath made me parta- 
ker of {0 g00d patterns, how to leave 
this wretched and miſerable world , 
and to goto God ; though I knewin 
{ome meaſure what was my duty,and 
might. poſſibly (through Gods afſi- 
itance) have been able to have in- 
{tructed others, yet to {ee holy rules | 
practiſed, and diyine propoſitions ex- | 
emplified, and ſuch truths as are ge- | 
nerally, zotzenal onely,and ſwimming | 
in che brain, acted to the /zfe in the 
agonies of death ; O! rhis muſt 
nceds work upon us, if we be not | 
more ſtupid than the brute beaſt , | 
& obdurate than the, Adamant it ſelf. 
And truly beloved , I ſpeak to as | 
many as were eye-witnefſes of the | 
ſharp viſitation of theſe our departed 
friends, and ear-witneſles of the di- 
vine ejaculations, and ſeraphical ſpee- 
ches that flowed from their lips ; 
how ſweet a meditation 1s 1t unto you 
to remember, how Gods ſtrength ap- 
pear 
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peared in their weakneſs z how fer- 
| vently with words, and ſighs , and 
| hands,8& eyes lifted up toHeaven,did 
| they demonſtrate that the violent 
| heat of their diſtempered bodies was 
like unto that fire, that upon the 2 Chron; 
Prayer of Solomon deſcended from 7-1 
Heaven, ' whereby the bodies and 
ſouls of theſe devout perſons were 
conſumed , as whole burnt-offerines 
and ſacrifices unto that gracious God 
of theirs unto whom they are gone? 
{ Indeed their carriage in the time 
| of their ſicknefle , was very unlike, 
and different one from the other ; tor 
whereas he was nothing ſtartled in 
his aſlurance of the fruition of Chriſt, 
crying out, every moment-almoſt , Z 
goe to my Chriſt, 7 goe tomy God, ever 
mounted upon the wing of an hum- 
ble confidence in Chriſts merits, not 
his own : She was grievoully aflaul- 
ted with the terrour of her fins, 
brought down to the gates of deſpair 
almoft, ſo that I had much adoe, by 
the beſt cordials that I could admint- 
— MS | 


Pſ.n18. 
18, 


(5) 
ſter unto her out of the Goſpel of 
Peace, to ſuſtain her from fainting : 
and yet I have very good reaſon to 
judge, as I ſhall ſhew anon, that the 
Lord did hearken to the voice of her 
weeping ; her deep humiliation, her 
earneſt invocation, her ſtrong crying 
upon God for his mercy, her earneſt 
requeſt, that her fins might be made 
known unto her, her juſtification of 
God in all his dealings with her , her 


reſolution, if God thould further 


continue her in the land of the living 
here, to walk more ſtrictly than for- 
merly the had done, and to conclude, 
her tall reſignation of her ſelf into 
the hands of God, to doe with her 
as he pleaſed, are very ſtrong evi- 
dences to me, that God, though he 
chaſtened her ſore, yet he gave her not 
over unto death , I mean the ſecond 
death ; but made that hot furnace , 
whereinto he caſt her, a refining fire 


7 Per.1,7.unto her faith, the 111al whereof being 


gold that 


much more precious than of 


periſheth, will be found (I hope ) unto 


praiſe, 


(9) 


praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the ap< 
Pros of Feſus Chriſt. ; : 

My warning hath been bur little , 
and my diſpoſition of body leſs, ſince 
they dyed, to ſpeak any thing meet 
for their worthy memory, or your 
ears, You muſt pardon me therefore, 
it I give you but ſome {mall reliques 
of that ſpiritual Feaſt, wherewith 
their holy diſcourſes abundantly en- 
tertained all us that were preſent 
with rhem. 

Firſt then of him, that ſ1ckned 
firſt, and firſt was tranſlated hence. 
If we confider him in his youth, we 
ſhall find, even then , God dealing 
oraciouſly with him, At what time 


| he waiced upon the Earl of oxford, 


in the Low-Countries, he told me, 
that he was forward and ative to 
ſhew himſelf valiant in the handling 
of arms , but being once engaged 
in a Fight, in the heat of the Skir- 
miſh he was ſuddenly ſtruck with the 
coni1deration of that execution that 
his bullets might make, and his Muſ- 

ket 
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(10 ) 
ket was ready to fall out of his hands, 
when he remembred that he might 


be the authour of his brothers death, 


in 4 cauſe, wherein he was not fo well 
Skilled, as to receive ſuch ſatisfaction 
that might void all {cruples unto his 
conſcience, Upon thac he grew 
cold (not quitting the virtue of For- 
titude, bur correcting the .errour of 
ts miſ-application as he judged ) in 
that (ervice,as reverencing the image 
of God in man at a higher rate than 
to think it might be deftroyed for a 
pecuniary Stipend. Killing of men is 
the worlt of Trades , grow the Ma- 
fters of that art never ſo rich, and 
great thereby : . And therefore not 
Jong before his death, he looked up- 
on {uch as have by that employment 
advanced themſelves , as milerable 
wretches, rather to be pitied for their 
guilt, and miſery, than envyed for 
their vaſt temporal advantages. His 
{oul was far from their ſecret , that in 
their anger , or for their gain could 
ſhed bloud, yet his charity was ſo 
large, 


ED 


large, that he could both pray 


| himſelf for them , and commend 


them to the devotion of ſuch as ſtood 
about him. 

Betaking himſelf therefore to a 
more civil courſe of life , he waited 
upon the Cornteſſe of - Oxford , and 
by that means became ſervant to that 
perſon of Honour in whoſe Family 
he dyed. 

That we may digeſt our Diſcourſe 
touching our Brother here departed, 
into ſome method : Let us view 
him ftanding in a five-fold relation 
Firſt, to his Lord, as a ſervant. Se- 
condly , to his wife, as an hwband. 
Thirdly, to his children, as a parent. 
Fourthly, to his fellow-ſervants, as a 


| friend. Fifthly , to the Church 
wherein he was bred, as a dutiful Son, 


Firſt, look upon him as a ſervaxt. 

I reckon four qualifications requiſite 
to perfeta ſervant: 1, Skill in the 
employment which he undertakes. 
2, Fiaclity, in not purloining his Ma- 
ſters goods, 3+, Diligence , gy” 
iſ 


(12) 


diſcharge his truſt with his utmoſt 
endeavour. 4, Obſequiouſneſſe, that 
what he doth may be performed with 


love, and tender regard to the perſon 
of his Maſter, as the Apoſtle Saint 
Paul admoniſheth , Let as mary ſer- 
wants as are under the yoke , count their 
own Maſters mow 4s dtivs, worthy of 
all honour. All theſe met and concen- 
tred together in this ſervant. 

m_ for his skill in the buſineſle 
impoſed upon him, it was extraordi- 
nary; he underſtood what was 4e- 
cent , and becoming the perſons of 
all ſorts of men, and theretore gave | 
them ſuch reception in his Noble Ma- 
ſters Family , as became his Henorr, 
and their 9uality. Nothing expe- 
dient was wanting, and yet vain fu- 

erfluities cut. off ; for he well 
none that excefle doth not com- 
mend an entertainment, but diſhonour |c 
the entertainer, and hurt the gueſt: |: 
Colligite fragmenta, Gather the fraz- 
ments, was his command , at whole | 
will the land was ready to preſent the | 
OD Cattel 
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| Cattel upon a thouſand hills: the 


ſea to expoſe her ſhoals of Fiſhes, and 
the air to ſend more numerous Fowl 
then ever encompaſſed the Camps 


of the 7ſraelites, when they were fea- Num, cr. 


ſted with Quails, till they came out 20. 
at their very noſtrils, Moreover, he 
was not unfurniſhed with other acceſ\- 
ſory accompliſhments, which though 


[not neceſlary for, yet were great or- 


naments to his place and calling. A 


| competent knowledge he had in the 


Latine, and French Tongues , and 
was very well s$killed in Mvsſick , 


I which he uſed as holy David did hrs , 


to lift up his heart to his God, and to 
advance his Meditations to a kind of 
ecflatical admiration of the wiſdome , 
and bounty, and goodneſſe , and mercy 


'of his gracious Redeemer. 


Secondly, In the next place let us 
conſider his Fidelzty , how uprightly 
and honeſtly he managed all affairs 
that concerned him. He knew well, 
who layes this injunction upon ſer- 
vants, that they ſhould not nr 

- 


(14) 
Tir.2, 10; bat ſhew all good fidelity, that they may 
adorn the doftrine of God yur Sa a2. 
zn all things. | 


The Maſters goods, as Saint Ber- 
ard (peaks,ought not to go through, 
but by the ſervant, me aliquid hereat 
?n aigitis, leſt any thing ſtick to his fin- 
gers which may defile them, How tree 
his heart , and his hands were from 
any pollution of this kind, his chear- 
full profeſſion a little before he dyed, 
may ſufficiently demonſtrate : For 
he ſpake openly to my Lord before 
-1any that ſtood by , that it was not 

s deſtgn to carve himſelf an eſtate ont 
;" his Lordſhips Income. 

True indeed,Scripture and Reaſon 
2quire , that 4uch ſervants , that 
pend their ſtrength and time in their 

Maſters ſervice , ſhould have encou- 
ragements, beftdes what will barely 
{ſerve their zeceſs:tzes,jn a liberal man- 
ner. Saint Pay layes this command 
upon ſervants , that they ſhould not 
ſerve with eye-ſervice as men-pleaſers, 
but in ſinglencſſe of heart, fearing God ; 
an 
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and yet the fame Apoſtle alſo ex- 


ſhalt not let him goe empty away ; thou 
foal Furniſh him liberally out of thy flock, 


( 15 ) 


horts Maſters to give unto their ſer- 
vants 707 only that which is Juſt, dingaon, Col, r, + 
but alſo that which is equal , Þ inimm, 
ſomewhat that may be an aſſiſtance 
unto them to live chearfully, when 
they change their condition : For 
Maſters ought not to take that ad- 
vantage of their ſervants neceſſities , 
as to wear them out with no regard 
to thoſe exigencies which age and 
mnfirmity may expole them unto. This 
was cautioned in the old Law , over Lev. 25. 
your brethren the children of Iſrael, ye 45. 
ſhall not rule one over another with 1i- 
gour: And God more particularly 
deſcribes the manner, how the ſer- 
vant that was an Hebrew (which pro- 
mp holds amongſt us,when Chri- 

ians ſerve Chriſtians) was to be dil- 
miſled after ſeven years ſervice;When peur.rs, 
thou ſendeff hinz out free from theethou 13314 


and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine- 
preſſe , of that wherewith the Lord thy 
nt rene ron 


. God hath bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt give 
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uxto hizz, But if Maſters forget their 
duty, ſervants muſt not forget theirs; 
but remember , that they * have a 
Maſter in Heaven , from whom they 
ſhall receive the reward of an inheri- 
rance, eternal in the Heavens , let} 
men deal as hardly with them as they 
pleaſe, 
But in our preſent caſe, the honour 
of the Maſter on the one hand , and 
the 774th and fidelity of the ſervant on 
the other, had made a ſufficient pro- 
viſion againſt all complaints, either 
of hardſhip on the one {ide , or - 
fter and private ends on the other : 
It the ſervant was Facob, the Maſter 
was no Laban, to change his wages 
{ſeven tmes, except by augmenta- 
tiBn of them; and therefore I look 
upon his proteſtation rather as a com- 
fortable record of his own integrity, 
than a purgation of any ſuſpicion 
from my Lord. | 
Thirdly, therefore let us conſider 
his ailigence, which may well be _— 
| e 


(17) 
ded to his fidelity as a part of it; tor 
he that is idle, is a kind of robber, 
Our deceated Friend- followed Fa- 
cobs example, who told Labaz that 
in the diſcharge of his tervice , the 
ſleep departed from his eyes : 


cuted with diligence ; walking , and 
riding from place to place , that he 
might ſhfter no damage to ariſe to 
my Lords affairs, trom the neglect 
of ſuch perſons thart were intruſted 


with them. 


Fourthly,, that which crowns all 
the endeavours of a ſervant, 1s chear-- 


fulneſſe or obſequiouſneſſe , and there- 
tore the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
duty of ſervants, would not onely 


What Gen. 3r, 
| he contrived with care, that he exe- 4®- 


have it to be diſcharged , & «naw Col.z, 23, 


wells, but & uxis, with alacrity, as 
well as {1mplicity of heart. With 
what readineſſe and willingneſle of 
mind he attended upon his Lords 
commands , appeared from the 
meekneſle of ſpirit which he always 
bronght into his preſence. For the 

a teſtimony 
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ceſtimony of this, T had rather appeal 
to my Lords own profeſs:07 , than his 
»odefty. For my Lord told him, that 
whereas he had ſ{erved him about 
twenty eight years, he never heard 
a word proceed from him that was 
obnoxious to an 1!l conſtruction : At 
which he preſently replied, I muſt 
crave your Lordſhips pardon , for I 
think I have ſometimes offended in 
this behalf ; but I had always a right 
heart to your Lordſhip. So much 

for his fir{t relation. | 
Secondly, conſider him as an Huſ- 
band , and there you may find him 
levine, tender, able, and apt to teach 
and inſtruct his wite , free from b:t- 
terncſſe and paſs:0u. I might be more 
large in every one of theſe particu- 
lars, but my letfure will not permit 
me to lay all that might be ſpoken; 
and {uch things as are well known of 
him already may well be {pared, ſee- 
ing we have fo plentiful an argument 
ot dilcourle afforded unto us from 
his death-bed, That I way therefore 
- bring 


——— 


(19) 


bring you thither the ſooner 
Thirdly , I propound his diſcreet 
and grave deportment to his chil- 
dren as 4 Parent ; he loved them, bur 
not fondly ; inclining to ſend one of 
them ſhortly into Fraxce, and having 
ſent both of them (for he had two 
ſons onely ſurviving) unto. Weſtmin- 
ſfter , one of the tamouſeſt Schools 
of England, tor their more pious, and 
liberal education : When they were 
there, he ſhifted not all his own bur- 
den upon their Maſter, theugh 
known to be vigilant, as well for the 
P:Ous as learned education of ſuch as 
are intruſted with him , but by fre- 


| quent Letters inſtructed the eldeſt 


eſpecially ; a teſtimony whereof we 

reſerve to the end of our Diſcourſe, 
Fourthly, look upon him as a fel- 
low-ſervant to others in the Family 
and fo you ſhall find him juſt , courte- 
ous , affable , and therefore beloved 
generally of all whileſt he lived, and 
bewalled umverſally being now dead 
of all. I can bur glean here and 
C 2 there 


y 
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there an ear in this plentitul Harveſt. 
One Paſlage I cannot omit, being an 
earneſt requeſt ro my Lord the day 
before his death, for a ſervant in the 
Family, that having fallen under my 
Lords diſpleature , had received his 
diſcharze, and was not long after to 
quit his employment. 

When my Lord asked him whe- 
ther he had ought to offer to his con- 
fideration, he replyed , Nothing now , 
but onely that your Lordfhiup would be 
pleaſed to take l 
perton) zuto your Lordſhips favonr,and 


forgtve his offence, 


A ſea{onable charity for a dying , 
though a neceſſary duty, as opportu- 


nity ſhall require, for a living Chri- . 


ſtian, not onely to give pardon unto 
ſuch as offend our ſelves, but alſo to 
become a Mediator for ſuch as offend 
others: For the greateſt, comfort 
of a dying Saint is the parden of his 


fins; and whoſoever hath taſted of 


the /argeneſſe of Gods bounty, In re- 
mitting his own talexts, would not 
willingly 


uch an one (naming the 
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| C22 ) 
willingly have any of his brethren 
charged with pexce, either by himſelf, 
or others. 

Fifthly, conſider him as a Chrift;- 
42 , and fo led as it were out into a 
more publick concernment. And 
here you may find him, I ſay not 
commendable, but admirable , both in 
life and death, 

Firſt, for his /xfe, he was conſtant 
to his Principles, zot 4 reed ſhaken 
with the wind , {ometimes of one opi- 
nion, and ſometimes of another , but 
fixed upon the 6<aſzs of the holy Scr 1. 
ptures, as interpreted in the Articles 
of the Church of Ezeland: in the 
Communion of which holy Church , 


Jas he had received his Baptiſme , ſo 


he profeſſed to lay down his /ife , in- 
treating a neighbour that was in his 
chamber to ſignifie ſo much unto his 
acquaintance at Ampthill, And this, 
Beloved, is a matter of great mo- 
ment. to keep the #z10x of the Church 
in theſe times of D:viſton and 
Schilme. 

: C 3 For 


(22) 


For what is a man without charity? 
And what charity hath he that vio- 
lates unity © rhart for a ſmall matter, 
not of Dodtrize neither , but of 0r- 
der and Diſcipline , brings diſturbance 
and diſorder into the fold ot Chriſts 
ſheep. 

The Church of EZ»eland doth not 
impoſe indifferent things, as binding 
the conſcience, with the ſame obli- 
gation, that truths neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, and pertaining to the Faith 
doe ; bur gives other Churches the 
liberty that ſhe rakerh her ſelf, to 
vary in matters of that nature, accor- 
ding to the exigency of divers {ea- 
{ons ; and therefore the ſin of thoſe 
that depart from her communion 1s 
the greater, This raſhnefle our 
peaceable Brother abhorred and de- 
teſted (and indeed what can excuſe 
it, when it proceeds fo far (as in ma- 
ny it hath done) as to caſt out,as An- 
tichriſuan, the Apoſtolical Govern- 
ment of the Church * ) wiſhing , 


that it might be taken notice of , 1 
doubt 


(23) 


doubt not but in charity for the con- 


tirmation of others. But yer 1naif- 
ferent things be always look't upon as 
ſuch, and therefore though he was 
far from contention about them , yer 
his heart mounted moſt acd:vely up oe 
grander matters, that he might al- 
ways have a conſcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward man. He 
had ſurely | a perperual bent in his 
mind toward Heaverffy things , for 
he hath ſaid to me, that he thought 


| 1t meet, that 1t a man ſhould goe 


into a Church where the holy Sacra- 
ment was celebrated, and not know 
of it before, yet that he ſhould be 
ready to recelve It. 

He looked indeed upon that Or- 
dinance, as worthy high preparation, 
but withal he. judged it expedient 
that every one ſhould be habitually 
prepared, And indeed I judge him 
{o to have been , becauſe when he 
could have the opportunity, he 
with his wite received every 
moneth. 

C 4 Suxely 
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Surely he was, as the Pſalm! 
ſpeaks, a man that gave himſelf unto 
Prayer; oras the Hebrew Text reads 
the place, even Prayer it felt : yet 
not in the errour of the Euchites , 
that excluded other duties by mit- 
underſtanding that Text , Pray con- 
tinnally ; bur by the frequent addreſ- 
ſes of his foul to the Throze of 
Grace , and the perpetual ci{-en- 
g4gement of is heart from ſuch 
fins as might indiſpoſe him to the 
diſcharge of that holy duty, 

He exhorted therefore ſuch as 


ſtood about him to the diligent per- 


formance of this devout work, ſay- 


ing, 0 pray, pray ; but withal remem- 


ber that buſinefle muſt not be negle- 
&ed. And therefore it he ſhould 
want a better opportunity , he would, 
he ſaid , fay his prayers as he ſtood 
behind his Maſter. 

How careful he was to be preſent 
at the Domeſtick Chappel , and to 
have others, both attending to, and 
reverent in the worſhip of God , the 

whole 
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whole Family can (ufiiciently ceſtifie. 
Amongſt whom , in the abſence of 
thoſe to whom the duty did more 
properly belong, he did often, and 
(as I have heard) with much gravity 
and zeal perform that holy exer- 
ciſe. 

That rule 7» dubirs pars tutior , take 
in doubtful matters the ſafer ſide , he 
obſerved in uſury, abſtaining, though 
he profeſſed that he could ſcarce 1a- 
ticfie the arguments that were 
brought tor the defence of 1t. 

But when he perceived that God 
by his laſt ſicknetle gave him an efte- 
ctual call out of this lite, his zeal and 
devotion were not onely burning in 
heat, but flammg our into an evident 
and conſpicuous fire, that both ex- 
liehtened and warmed all that ſtood 
abuut him. The conflict and conte- 
ſtation that the four diſtempered #- 
mours made within his body , ſeemed 
to be like the four wheels of the fiery 
chariot of Elijah, whereby he moun- 
red with ſpeed unto Heaven, 

That 


(26 ) 

That he might caſt away every 
block out of his way, he ſettled his 
eſtate temporal, by making his p7// : 
ny" he forgot not the poor of 

Saint Fohzs's, this Pariſh of Malder, 
and the two other neighbour-Pariſhes 
of Ampthil and Houghton, bequeath- 
ing five pound a piece to the poor 
of the two firſt Pariſhes, and two 

ound ten ſhillings to each of the 
other : which was a very good pro- 
portion,conſidering his eſtate, which 
was far interiour to what was chought 
it had been, and what it might have 
been had he been intent upon the 
world : But he profeſled that he 
never loved it ; He well knew what 
k &p. 2.15 Saint Fohn writeth, That if any man 
love the world, the love of the Father 
& not hm. When his Will was offe- 
red to him to be ſealed on the Sun- 
day , net long after that he had re- 
ceived the holy Sacrament, a pious 
{cruple entred into his thoughts, of 
not ſeal;ng it on that day, which 
ought nor, he thought, to be —_ 
ne 


:] or eſtates. 


(27) 
ned by any ſecular or worldly. a&tion 
that reſpected the affairs of our goods 
Bur when I told him that 
it was 2 work of charity, and of ſuch 
a nature as was conſiſtent with the 
keeping of the Commandment , he 
willingly yielded, and ſet to the wri- 
ting his trembling hand. 

Next to his goods, he propounded 
the place of his burial co be in the 
North Ifle of this Church of Malder, 
at the entrance into this new erected 
Sepulchre for the right Honourable 
and religious Lady, the Counteſle of 
Oxford and Elgin his Miſtreſle, where 
he ſaid, that both himſelf and his 
wife if ſhe dyed (preſaging her ſick- 
neſle alſo to be mortal ) might con- 
veniently be laid together, that ſuch 
as ſhould come to view her Monu- 
ment, might tread upon her ſervants 
in their paſſage to it : but he added, 
that 1f there ſhould be any difficulty 
in fitting the place for them , he was 
not ſcrupulous ; and requeſted to be 


interred in the open Church-yard, on 
che 


(25) 
the North-lide (to croſle the recei- 
ved {uperſtition,as he thought, of the 
conſtant choice of the South-l1tde) 
near the new Chappel. 

The next care he took was to give 
ſatisfaction to any that had ought 0 
proffer unto him : And herein he 
was able to make good Samuels chal- 
lenge, who asked the people, whom 


s.h9-be Jad defrauded 2 . For there was 


LE 


none that had any ching to 1mpute 
unto him of injuſtice or wrong. He 
was in ſome trouble that he had nor 
his Accomprts in a more ready prepa- 
ration for ſuch a ſurpriſe ; thinking it 
a kind of imprudence to leave any 
thing in diſorder. But when he had 
ſpoken of things moſt concernable, 
and added, that if his wife did ſurvive 
him, he had ſuch marks in his Books 
and Papers, that would guve eafte di- 
rections to a ſettlement of his Ac- 
compts , though not perfected ; he 
It dow theſe thoughts as Elijah did 
his Mantle , when he was aſcending 
into Heaven , and mounted aloft , 
making 


—— 


(29) 
making this good ule of the heat and 
violence of his diſtemper, even to 
vent and diſcharge his pious Meaita- 
tions with the more eager intention , 
audible woice,and fervent zeal. Indeed 
my Lords reſpects to him were very 
noble in this behalt: For he was 
pleaſed to adviſe him by no means to 
diſorder his thoughts about any buſt- 
neſſe of his, bur to mind and attend 
the beſt expediencies of his own 
health, His diſeaſe did diſpoſe him 
to that activity which did portend 1c 
to be too high for the Phylicians 
correCtion ; but yet God was pleaſed 
ſo to moderate the ſtrength of it, that 
he continued almoſt to the laſt gaſp, 
in the ſobriety of his mind , giving 
not onely a good example , but holy 
adviſe to as many as came near him. 
Somewhat he ſpake in friendly re- 
ipets to me, and much to his tellow- 
ſervants; he admoniſhed them to 
tear God in the firſt place , and then 
to diſcharge their duty to their tem- 


poral Lord : bur firſt, ſaid he, fear 
God - 
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God ; he kneiy that to be the begin- 
ning of wiſdome , and he that fails 
there, muſt ſtumble at the very en- 
trance upon his duty, 

When we ſaw him ſo z2imble, and 
indefatigable in his Diſcourſe, we ex- 
horted him to forbear -and ſpare his 
{pirits ; he replyed preſently , I doe 
not like your advice : Can a man 
ſpend his ſpirits better than in the 
praiſes of God ? He feund the pangs 
of death upon him, and therefore he 
reſolved to ſpend that little ſtrength 
and time that he had lefr, to the beſt 
advantage. 

When I was praying by him and 
tor him, he interrupted me with an 
earneſt requeſt , that 1t I was about 
to uſe any expreſſions that might in- 
treat his farther continuance in this 
life, I would forbear them; ſo ſtrong 
were his deſires to be diſſolved , and to 
be with Chriſt. 

O ye that cleave and cling to the 
painted vanities of a wicked world, 
ana claſp your embraces about that 

which 
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which muſt needs one day fail you ; 
learn from this _— {ſoul where to fix 
your hearts and aftections, even upon 
Chriſt, and God , and Heaven: Did 
you bur ſee what he ſaw , ſure you 


would love as he loved , not the 
world, nor the pleaſures of the world 


(tor theſe alas are neither ſol/d , nor 


an] permanent ) but thoſe better things 


ee 


11S 
1 


i 


at 
h 


that are pure for their nature, and 
conſtant for their duration , and fully 
ſattsfaffory in their fruition and ob- 
rainment, Sure our deyout brother 


ſaw,with Moſes, him by faith that is Heb.11, 
inviſible, and therefore his ſoul was *7* 


reſtleſle until he came to the full en- 
joyment of him. 

When we defired him to take any 
thing for his bodily refreſhment , he 
ſaid, it was to pamper the fleſh, 
wherein he thought he received too 
much eaſe ; and therefore he deſired 


that God would in that reſpe& lay 


his hand more heavy upon him.I told 
him that God beſt knew how to deal 
wich him, thar if he pleaſed to refreth 

him 
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him, he ought to accept of it ; that 
the ſtrongeſt of us, if God ſhould 
correct us in his fury, would be con- 
ſumed and brought co nothing ; that 
our temporal {ufferings could not ex- 
piate Gods wrath, or ſatisfie for our 
tins: Ar which expreſſion he 
ſuddenly cloſed with me, and cried, 
No, ao, Chriſt hath done all that, 1 truſt 
in his merits. And indeed 1t was ve- 
ry remarkable , that though he was 
always confident, yet he was ever 
humble alſo, acknowledging himſeli 
the chiet of finners , declaring thar 
his boldneſſe ſprang not fronthis own 
works, but Chriſts Paſs:07. 

_ He was much delighted with a 
paſlage in Arſe/ms Meditations , 
wherein he aggrayates his {in beyond 
the Apoſtacy of the Devil himſelt: 
He rehearſed it by parts, in Latine, 
and deſired me to Engliſh it after 
him, for the benefit of the ſtanders 
by. Thad almolt forgot the particu- 
lar expreſſions, but endeavouring to 


recover them amongſt his Papers, at 
laſt 
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laſt T found the ſentence at large,with 
many more Collections out of {eve- 
rall Auchours, both Sacred and Mo- 
rall, the names of the Aurthours be- 
ing written in the Margio. I will firſt 
tranſcribe it from his own Note- Book, 
and then Engliſh ic from his Pen, as 
I did from his Tongue. : 

Diabolus nulla precedentis vindi- 
&a ſuperbiens peccavit ; ego viſa 
ejus poena non continens, ad pecca- 
rum properavi : Ille in innocentia 


"a . \ : 
conſticutus, ego vero reſtitutus : Ille 


perſticit in malictia, Deo reprobonre 3 
ego vero, Deo revocante: Ille ob- 
duratur ad punientem ; ego vero ad 
blandientem : & fic uterque contra 
Deum : Ille contra non requirentem 
ſez ?gO Vero contra morieutem pro 
me : ecce, cujus imaginem horrepam, 
in multis me aſpicio hortibiliorem. 
The Devil growing proud , without the 
obſervation of the puniſhment of auo- 
ther, offended: 1 beholding his doom, 
refrained not, but haſted unto ſin: he 
created in innocency, 1 reſtored toit :- he 


D perſiſted 
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(34) 
perjiſted in malice, God rejecting him 
but I, God recalling me: He 1s hand: 
awed againſt an avenzer , LT azainſl 
an allurer ; and ſo both avainſ God: but 
he againſt God not ſeeking him,T againſt 
him, dying for me: Behold, 1 am in 


many particulars more dbominable than 
him whoſe image I abominate The 


committing of this paſſage ſo perfe- 
cty to his memory, that he could- 
rehearſe it in-the midſt of his diſeaſe, 
argues that he liked the tenſe , and 
was willing to look upon fin under 


the higheft agoravations that could 


be put 1 upon it. 

When he was almoſt ſpent with 
ſpeaking, he deſired that occaſions 
of devotion ſhould be adminiſtred 
uhto him. Whereupon obſerving 
him now drawing near to his end, 1 
ſuggeſted unto bm divers ſ{ea{onable 
expreſſions, which with grear alacrity 


he repeated after me ; as, 7 deſire 10 


be diſſolved and to be with Chrifl : Lord 
Feſu receive my ſpirit, ec. He thought 


he ihould haye dyed on Sunday, and 


b Egan 
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began to pleaſe himſelf with the 
opportunity of his change , thac he 
| was like to goe from a temporal ro 
; | an eternal Sabbath' , conclude -one 
} | and begin another reſt. He always , 

» | he ſaid , delighted ro praiſe God in 
» | Muſical Merres , but profefſed that 
-. | his beſt longs here had their: 1mper- 
- [fections 3 now-upon his diflolution,, 

{ | his hymns ſhould be perfect : And 
, Jas Iremember , this -he propounded 
{ Jas the chieteſt of his felicities ( 1 
r [mean of privative ones)that he ſhould 
| [want {m. Thus calling and crying 
upon God, confident in \Chriſts me- 
1 Prits, aud diſclaiming his own, confe(- 
s [ling himſelf to be the chict of ſin- 
4 jners, and lifting 'up his hands ( tor 
7 that was his ten, that when he could 
I Ppeak no more. yer his heavt was the | 
e flame ) when his voice failed him., «Mi 
y ſhe breathed our his pious foul into | 
o'Jtte hands of his Redeemer. When 
4 Fhis voice tailed him,his God ſuſtained 
i fhim, according to that holy and-com- 
«> [fortable expreſſiun of the Pialmiſt , 

n D 2 My 
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Pſ. 73.26, My fleſh and my heart faileth (wve,) but 


Goa s the flrength of my heart, andy 


my portion for ever. He departed 
this life about eleven of the clock on 
Munday the third of Auguſt , 1657, 
To his God, after whom he panted 
ſo earneſtly, he is now gone ; with 
him we leave him , ſinging thoſe 
bleſſed Halle/yjahs unto which he a- 
ſpired. | 

Shall I ſay our ſorrow is not yet f1- 
niſhed* Truly if we reſpect our 
ſelves, deprived of ſo pious friends, 
I may: But it we look upon he 
condition , we have farther cauſe of 
rejoycing. Many things that I ſpake 
of him, in their proportion may be 
ſaid of herallo. She was a woman 
of excellent parts, ſerviceable to all 
the occaſions of my Lords Family in 
a high degree, drawing with her hul- 
band in the ſame yoke , as of Wed- 
lock, ſo of bufinefle. I hall ſay 
nothing of her $kill in the French 
Tongue, or faculty in Englith Poe- 
try, though ſhe exerciſed 1t in Tran- 
{lating 


be 
th; 


7 
ſlating the holy Pſalms, and other 


portions of holy Scripture ; much 
leſle of her Family, though very 


o00d , for ſhe was deſcended from 


the Glovers of Hertfordſhire, and at a 
diſtance Niece to that pious Glover 
in Queen Mares dayes, who ennobled 
his lineage not by receiving the bloud 
of others, but by loſing his own for 
the teſtimony of the truch: I ſay, 


Jof theſe I ſhall ſpeak nothing , be- 


cauſe they concern her not, as to her 
ſpiritual condition , and therefore I 
look upon them as leſle pertinent to 
this occaſion, Moreover, I intend 
not here to write her life, which was 
better known unto many here pre- 
lent than to my ſelf 5 but ſome more 
remarkable patlages of her fickneſle, 
and ſuch behaviour of hers under that 
ſharp viſitation, that may tend to the 
{piritual advantage of thoſe thar hear 
TN 

When ſhe was newly aſſaulted with 
ber diſeaſe, ſhe quickly perceived , 
that except ſome remedy were found 
WD 3 out 
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out for her cure , it was of ſuch a 
condition, that ſhe could not efca 
the ſtroak of death. She lent divers 
times for me, according to- my own 
intimarions to her , that whentoever 
ſhe was moſt at leiſure , the would 
not think it irkfome to me to &it- 
charge my office with her in any thing 
that might rene to her fpixitual ad- 
vantage. Several times I came to 
her, and prayed with her, and ſhe 
profefled to receive no (mall ſupport 
and comfort npon her humble ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace with 
me. 

As ſhe drew nearer to the time of 
her departure, to ſhe grew better ac- 
quainted with the fleights of Satan, 
and the ſubtile deluftons of her own 
heart. She complained in the hea- 
ring of a religious Gentlewoman in 
tne Family, that the Dewil was: crafty 
and ſubtile, to make ns belicue this ns 
thize and that nothing; but now f.1d ſhe 

I find i tt fomething. And indeed fuc 
2re the wiles of that old Serpent , [ 


fr — F IJ a —— 


0 05 Roy. 


” 
preſent-ſin at firſt through a diminith- 
ing 


g., and afterwards through a multi- 
plying Glafſe, Surely he t1tted this - 


hand-maid of the Lord with all the 
cunning imaginable ; ſuch offences , 
as when time was, ſhe'had been-per- 
ſwaded were either no fins, or {mall 
ones, and there:ore prayed conditio- 
nally, that if they were fins , they 
might be remitted unto her ; thote 
very {ame-errours were now i{0.urger 
upon her, as it it were impoſltble a- 
ny pardon thould be obtained for 
them. | 
O the depths of that red Dragon ! 
whole whole.deſtgn'is to draw as ma- 
ny of the \children .of men intro the 
{octety of his own condemnation as 
poſflibly he can;ratfing continual tem- 
peſts againſt us, as we-{ail tro-the Ha- 
ven -ot Blifſe, that he may either 
dath-us againſt the rocks of prefump- 
tion, or {wallow us up in the gulph 
of deſpair. What could we do, be- 
ing alwayes liable to the wrath and 


malice of the roaring Lion that walketh 
D 4 about 
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about ſecking whom he may dcwvour, had 
not the 70x of the Tribe of Fudah 
vanquiſhed him , and trampled him 
under his feer © But bleſſed be God, 
that we can ſay, though we have ma- 
ny enemies, yet that there are more 
for us then againſt us z and my hope 
is, thac rhough our dear fiſter was 
very much annoyed , and diſturbed 
with her ſpiritual enemies, yer ſhe 
got at laſt the victory over them, 
through the aſſiſtance of Chriſt. 

I have theſe four grounds of this 
Judgement, Firſt , Her an Hitmi- 
lity. Secondly, Her ſincere deteſtation 
of her ſins, Thirdly, Her full reſie- 
nation of her ſelf into the hands of 
God, Fourthly , Her tranquillity of 
mind at laſt in the aſſurance w, an happy 
return of her prayers. It a perſon in 
whom all theſe did concur , ſhould 
miſcarry, who then ſhould be ſaved? 
I will tercch my evidence of theſe 
eracious diſpotitions from her own 
expreſſions chiefly, colleted out of 


my own , and others obſervations 
that 
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that were converfant with her. 
Firſt, for her humility, under 
which I comprehend weekrneſſe, po- 
wverty of ſpirit , mourning and _ 
ing for her ſins. How would ſhe 
(though guilty of no known ſcan- 
dalous ſin) deteſt and loath her 
ſelf upon all occaſions of refle&tion 
on her paſt lite «© Sometimes ſhe 
would break our in theſe words to 
me; . Sir, Was there ever ſuch 4 
ſinner as Tin the Chriſtian Church ? 
I told her I knew there was , and 
ſuch too as had obtained pardon, 
Speaking of her husband, that ever 
loved and highly eſteemed her as 
pious and virtuous, ſhe would ſay, he 
is happy, Fc he was alwayes humble and 
alwayes thaukful : What pity it was that 
ſo good a man ſhould be joined with ſuch 
a Dewil as 7 | Oh deep aggravation of 
her unworthineſle ! as it none upon 
earth might be found out to paral- 
lel her caſe , but ſhe muſt deſcend 
to the Apoſtate Angels to find one as 
bad as her (elf, I beſfeech you, let 


none 


A EEE Ronan 
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Lac. x8. 
'& If 


En} © 
none that hear what T ſpeak, blefle 


themſelves, as if the were a great- 
er offender , becauſe ſuch ſpeeches 


4s theſe came from her mourh ; bur 


rather let them ſuſpect themſelves , 
and the faenefle of their own hearts, 
it they find not che like apprehen- 
110ns of their own unworthineſle : 
. Forfhall Fob cry -out, Behald, 7 am 
le; and S, Fs ſay unto his holy 
. Matter, Depart from me, for I am a 


finful man; and S. Payl Gwink hum- 


telf into more than a ſuperlative -dt- 
minutive among the Saints , making 
hinwelf Joſe than the leaft of them, and 
yer the greateſt.of {inners, as well as | 
of Apoſtles ; and dareſt thou look 
upon this thy contrice and broken- 
hearted fiſter, as the inſolent Phari- 
{ee dd upon the penitent Publican , 
and ſpeak. * not with thy tongue. , 
yet in thy heart, unto God that 
knows vt, faying, God, T thank thee 
that I dm not as other men are , unuſt, 
adulterers , extortioners , 0r even. as 


this woman? You know what our 


Saviour 


” TT. 

Saviour (aith of that humble Suppli- 
cant; and take heed, leſt when the 
ſhall be ranked with him , thy lot 
may tall to be joyned with che other : 


for every owe that exalteth himſelf ſhall Lu.18.14, 


be abaſed, and he that humblelh himſelf 
ſhall be exalted. 

Secondly, her {ins were more odi- 
ous unto her than death it felt: She 
protefted, that ſhe would not live any 
longer in this world, though ſhe might 
be made a Oncen, except ſhe might ſo 
?prove the benefit of her ſickneſſe , as 
to live better than ſhe had done. 

When, to try her ſpirit, and to 


. pick ſome ground et conſolation , 


trom her own words, whereby ſhe 
might be {ſupported in her agomies , 
E asked her , what ſhe thought of 
thole ſins that wounded her conſci- 
ence? whether ſhe wonld commit 
them again, it God ſhould reftore 
her to her health © She replyed, that 
ſhe deteſted them, and for them abhorred 


her felf in duft and aſhes. She was 


couched with an apprehenſion of the 
unhap- 


Mar, 11. 
8. 


CR, * 
unhappineſs of repenting ſo late for 
fome offences, for which ſhe thoughc 
ſhe could never mourn enough; and 
when ſhe ' was told, that whatſoever 
her ſins were, yet ſhe was now hum- 
ble ; the replyed, but what is 4 death- 
bed repentance © 

For my part, Iam far from coun- 
tenancing the Procraſtination of ſo 
great a work, to {o unfit a ſeaſon for 
it; but yet withal, I would never 
deny a comfortable reception into 
favour, unto thoſe that turn even 
then : for fickneſle and bodily in-' 
firmity are ſome of thoſe means thar 
Gdd uſeth to hreak our hearts with : 
and humble our ſouls, and bring 
down our ſpirits to that poverty 
which may diſpoſe us for the XK:ne- 
dome of God. 

All that are weary and heavy laden, 
withont any reſtriction ro ?2e, ſex, 
age, &C, are invited to come unto 
Chriſt ; and have his promiſe ro be 


' refreſhed by him. For if the ſorrow 


be of the right kind, ſuch as looks 
not 


{pair, 
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© not ſo much upon the rod that a man 


ſuffers, as upon the fin that he hath 
done ; nor woundeth fo deeply be- 
cauſe we are afflicted,as becauſe God 
is atſplealed ; I dare not deny it to 
be ſuch as God will accept of , {ay 
our novel Dodtours what they pleaſe, 
to the diſcouragement and hazard of 
many that by their Novatzar herelte 
are rejected and thruſt into de- 


We muſt ever 1n the buſineſs of 
repentance remember, that our zears 
are not clean enough to waſh us, nor 
our groans and ſighs ſuch incenſe of 
reſt in the noſtrils of God , that they 
are able to pertume our prayers unto 
a dignity of acceptation, without the 
bloud of Chriſt. His precious death 
and merits are the _ explatory 
ſacrifice that can appeaſe the wrath 
of God : Our ſorrow is requiſite 
onely to diſpoſe us in a due manner 
to receive the mercy offered ; for 
theſe pearls are not for ſwine that lie 
wallowing in the mire, but far broker- 

hearted 


£1 

hearted believers, thar with the wo- 
man of Capxaay catch at crumbs; 
though they be the portion of dogs ; 
owning the baſeneſle of their eſtate 
in ſo deſpicable a title, rather than 
they would not be reckoned among 
even the very brutes, {0 they may 
be made dependents upon Chriits 
family. 

Moreover, 1t is not neceflary that 
every one that 1s deeply humbled 
upon their death-beds, ſhould be 
{uppoied then to begin their repen- 
tance: For. what the Apoſtle intt- 
mates concerning the Theſſalonians 


faith, is true alſo in the butineſs of re- 


pentance: they both (which 1s 1nc1- 
dent co all our graces) have ther 
VSEPH pra TAs their waxts and aefects % 
which God by the Croſſe 15 able to 
make up, through the affiſtance of 
his grace and holy Spirit, When S. Paul 
had called.the news he heard concern- 


'ing the faith of the Theſſalonians, the 


700d tidings of their fauth, & a ground 


of comfort unto him mn all his afthictions 
and 
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[nd &iſtreſfle, yer he earneſtly pray- 


ed, that he night ſee their face , and 
perfeet that which was lacking in their 
arth, And fot may tall our in for- 
row; God by depriving us of health 
and ſtrength, and leaving us to the 


ſhewing us the ag2ravation of our 
ins, and letrinz us feel ſome por- 
tion of his diſpleaſure , may make 
way for the skiltul meſſenger, that 
ne of a thouſand, that may tet home 
n to a farther aggravation, and rhen 
iſcreetly apply the foveraign balm 
f Gilead to the wounded fpirit , 
vhich may raiſe ir up trom the gates 
t dearth. So it was in thecate of 
Ar. Fohz Glover, great Uncle to this 
entlewoman , whom when once I 
ropounded to her, as one thar had 
[long time been kept nnder the fpi- 
it of bondage , the prelently faid, 
low nuworthy am 1 to have relation to 
ſo 200d a man | 

The chief perfection of rhe beſt of 
Ic Saints is the remſs:0% of their 
7 (ins 5 


1 Theſ.r, 
10. 


darkneſſe of our own thoughts , by ' 
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fins z for though hypocrites and carpal 
men, knowing not ihe power of Gods 
| wrath, either extenuate their ſins, 
il and make nothing of them, or invent 
| to themſelves frivolous expiations 
| and ſatisfactions (both which efrfours 
abound in the Papacy) yet true pe- 
nitents, having once by that all-ſee- 
ing, and all-ſearching Spirit of God, | 
that trieth the reins, and ſhaketh the 
| | inmoſt powers of man, as the ſtrong 
£1110 bi wind that Elijah heard , rent the 
JV 4 08 mountains, and brake in pieces the 
TVET rocks : Having, I ſay, by this power- 
100} full Spirit had their fins ſer home up- 
Wy pirit had their fins ſer home up 
{ 1 | / on their guilty conictences, they be- 
| 


2 
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take themſelves to that free grace of 

Rom. 4-5. God that juſtifieth the ungodly , and 
cry out with David, Enter not into 
Judgment with thy ſervant, ( though a 
{ervant, yet he was afraid of his wa- 
es, if he ſhould xeceive no more 
chan he deſerved) for zz thy ſieht ſhall 


| mo manliving be juſtified. 
j 
| 


| s P;.143-2. 


A man never ſ{eeth what a blefled- 
nefle it is to have righteouſneſſe _ 
C | te 


(49) 


ied anto him without woks, as the A- 
poſtle {peaketh, until he be {urroun- Ro.4.6. 


ded as it were with the 7n:quity of his 
heels, and hath the ſentence of death 
in himſelf. But when the time of 
tbHfBagonies come, then the great- 
elt Patrons. of merits retolve , chat 
by reaſon of the uncertainty of Or 0078 
| 11ghteouſneſſe , and for fear of vain- 


| glory - for indeed voaſting is not exclu- 


ded by the law of works, but oy the law of 3 rellr 


faith ) tutiſsimum eſt, it is whe ſatelt |, 


courſe. to put our wh le confidence c, 7. 


in the onely merits of Chriſt, an4 
mercy of God. 

What cheretore I {aid to our a/fi- 
ted and broken-hearicd fifter, I would 
{ay unto any one in her caſe; if it be 
{in that troubleth you , remember, 
that to deſpair of Go.'s me: cy 1s to 


commir a greater fin than any of 


thoſe are that do ſo much wound 
you.z truſt rather in God, wio ju- 


ſ{tifieth not the righteons, bur the w7- phiy,z.s,' 


godly. The jewel of Chriits righrte- 9: 
Oulnefle 1s put into none bur the 
Ji empty 
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empty hand, that hath dropped all 


- things elſe out of its 2raſp, that it 


x Cor. 17, 
31. ; 


may lay the faſter hold upon him 
onely. I doubt not theretore bur 
the Lord regarded the low eſtate of 
this his nand-maid ; who uſeth nor, 
as temporal Judges , to condemn 


them which accule themſelves , ( if 


we would Judge onr ſelves, we ſhould 
ze be judged of 1he Lord | but to com- 
tort, and retre!}: chem, and pour the 
oil of gladnlic into their wounded 
ſpirits. Yor farther aſſurance where- 
of in the caſe of our dear ſiſter. 

Thirdly, In the next place, I can- 
not but highly prize her full reſtrnati- 
on of her {ſelf into the hands and will 
of God: She was not onely con- 
rented to live here , or to be gone 
from hence, as it ſhould beſt ſeem 
meet unto God, but ready allo to 
entertain all other occurrences of di- 
vine Providence, with a ſubmiſsive 
hcart, 

When there was ſome debate 


whether ( being {o weak ) ſhe thould| 


; | be 


(51) 
be acquainted with her husbands 
death, it was'permitted co me to do 
as I thought meet. I weil knew 


that her ſorrow towards God bad left 


buc lictle room for that ſorrow of the > Cor. 7. 
9,10, 
world that worketh death , and there- ” 


tore did not {uppole thac the news of 
her husbands death , would haſten 
her own departure: Having there- 
tore endeavoured £0 Prepare her for 
ſuch a mellage , ſhe quickly made 
the queſtion, 15 my husband then 
dead 2 I hope, laid I, it he be,you 
are contented to {uhinit to the will 


of God: Yes, faith ihe , with all 
my heart. And having given her 


aflurance with what Chriſtian re{01u- 
tion, and comtort he departed , the 
declared ſuch full coxtertation in the 
will and good pleaſure of God, thar 
ſhe ſaid , that ſhould ſhe hear of the 
death of both her ſons that were ſent 


for, yet ſhz could willingly ſubm11 11- 
ts Gods will in that behalf. 


She con- 
{1dered , that the Lord killeth , and 


makemh alive, he giveth, and taketh a- 1 Sam. z. 
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way 49477 ;, and therefore was ready 
under all the varieties of his Provi- 
cence, to lay in the Janguage of 
. Fob , Bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord. 

She was ſo farre from #1ding , or 
cloaking her ſins, that the prayed un- 
to God that they might be pretented 
unto her; and ine had her requeſt , 
(though the Lord ſupported her mn 
the trial; for who otherwiſe could 
{tand under that burden which mace 
the {oul of our blefled Saviour hea- 
wie unto the death :) upon which, ſhe 
{aid, that ſhe now ſaw how ſuirable 
the flames of Hell were for ſuch of- 
fences. When ſhe conſidered that 
Gods vilitation bore ſome propor- 
tion to her tranſgreſſions, ſhe _ 
out, Fuſt and rrohteons art thou , 
Lord ! uttering no words of uy 
CRcCy in her oreareſt pains, 

When a Gentlewoman , a friend 
of hers, ſpirted ſome Vinegar out of 
her mouth to clear the air ofs the 


ihe Chamber » Spit ſome upou me , 
tad 


Y 
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ſaid ſhe, for I deſerve to be ſpit on. 
Wohereupon, ;]-bad her think of him 
who for our fakes” was ſpat upon. 
Surely theſe and {uch like exprefſions 
argued both an humble and contrite 
heart, which the Lord will not de- 
{piſe; and allo a quiet ſubmiſſion un- 
to Gods correction, and fuch an ac- 
ceptation of *the puniſhment of her int- 
quity , as he thought meer to liy 
upon her. 

Fourthly and Laſtly, one expret- 
ſion that came from her a tew hours 
before the dyed , gave us an aſſured 
hope that the Lord inclined his gra- 
Clous cars to her earneſt ſupplicatiss, 
When I exhorted her , to /rft up her 
heart 10 Goa, and to call upon Chriſt, 
the ſuddenly replyed , 1 do, and he 
hears me. Which feiv words coming 
trom the lips of one 1o near her end, 
and from one that had been laid fo 
low, and ſunk fo near the gulph of 
deſpair, aſlure me, that they came 
n7t trom feied lips, bur trom the 
comfortable teſtimony of the holy 
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Spirit that bore witeſſe with her ſptyit, 
that ſhe was the child of God. The ſame 
Spirit that had convinced her of ſin, 
and fo became a ſpirit of bondage 
unto her, did at Jaſt, I hope, con- 
vince her ot rig) :teouſneſle, the righ- 
reouſneſſe of Chriſt freely commu- 
nicated unto penitent believers ; and 
{o became unto her a ſpirit of adop- 
tion. 

What 2n habitual temper and 
ſenſe of ſpiritual things ſhe had, and 
how ſincere & impartial ſhe thought 
we ought to be in our approch unto 
God, can be judged no better way 
than by what the wrote to her ows 
ſon, when ſhe deſired that he ſhould 
receive the holy Communion, Her 
words (for I ſaw the Letter ſince her 
death) are thele : 1 deſire to know 
whether you be admitted to the Sacra- 
ment this Eaſier or not ; and if you be 
approved by man, yet reſt not 1n that, 
but endeavour to ſcarch and try your 
heart, that by a due conſideration of your 


own unworthineſſe , and unfergned re- 
pentanc 1 


(55) 


pentance for your former (eſpecially rc- 
peated) ſins, with a firm reſolution 
(through Gods _ to perform 
new obedience for the time to come, your 
may (for our Saviour Feſus Chriſt his 
ſake, and through faith in his bloud ) 
be accepted of your heavenly Father 3 
to whoſe Majeſty 1 beſeech you, my dear 
child,humbly to addreſs your ſelf by car- 
neſt and zealous prayer, that it may 
pleaſe him to prepare your heart , and to 
zn(pire you with his grace and holy Spi- 
rit, that you may with the eye Y Fo 
conceive this | ang myſlery , that {o 
through the riches of his mercy you may 
be a partaker of the benefits ſealed there- 
by. God Almighty bleſſc you, and your 
Father and 1 ſhall flrive tezether in our 
prayers 10 God for you. Which tew 
words cary in them ſuch an apprentien- 
lion of Gods omnitcience , and our 
unworthinefle; ſuch carneſt care thac 
her ſon thould repent for all, but 
clpectaily repeated {ins ; fucha right 
judgment, whence, by whom , and 
how all grace 1s to be received,(trom 

£4 God, 


(56) 
Go9, trough Chriſt, by prayer that 
I know not how more could be ſaid 
in fo ſhort expreſſions to that pur- 


pole. 


To which former Paſlage I adde 
one more out of another Letter 
Cated Decemb. 15. 1656. and ſub- 
{(cribed by her Husband. and her , but 
vritten 1n her haud onely, to their 
eldeſt fon. 

Becatiſe I world millinaly have thee 
more and more 10 devote thy ſelf to 
thy ercat Creatonr, ai'd moſt gracious 
Redeemer, i would have thee 3.ow loſe 
mo more time from belug a partaker 
of Chriſts precions bedy and blond ; nor 
can there be a ſittcr tte to receive our 
Sawtour , thay that bliſſed time appro- 
chino which we ſet apart 10 commemorate 
his moſt gracious and merciful con- 
acſcention 1n comin down 10 mankind 
zu the fleſh, and Ithink we ſhall thus 
ſolemnly celebrate Chriſtmaſs day: 


Wherefore I beſeeeh thee 10 ſet thy heart 


gs much in tune, as poſsible can be, for 
ſnch 
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ſuch a ſacred Feaſt, by a true ſenſe , not 
onely of thy Original, but many Actual 
tranſgreſſions, repenting cordially for 
all, reſolving ſtcdfaſily ts walk more 
holily and 112hteouſly for the time to 
come , huybly and fervently ſeeking 
and ſuing for Gods grace to gnide thee, 


and then chearfully flying 10,and relying 


on the all-ſufficient merits of Chriſt 


Teſus, firmly belicving that he dyed for. 


all ſuch ſinners as will lay hold of him 
by a lively faith , and a true and un- 
feigned repentance, But that thou maiſt 
be the better prepared to make a partt- 
cular application thereof to thine ewn 
ſoul, take a convenient time to g0 to Mre 
T. with thy mothers moſt affectionate 
erwice and mine , and acquaint him 
with this our deſire to have thee beceme 
a Communicant , and that he would be 
pleaſed to inform thee of all the requt- 
ſites to ſuch an Ordinance of Chriſt, who 


1 knw will readily interregate , and 


714 ſlrudt thee, &c. 
Finding their letters to their cldeſt 
icn (ccmmunicated to me by him 
ſince 


C9. 
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ſince their death ) fo fraught with 


pious and moral inſtructions , I ſhall 


not think it impertinent to adde a 
tew more paflages out of them , as 
well to the honour of their 7omory , 
as to the' provocation of other parents 


to diſcharge that duty which they 
pertormed with ſo much care and. 


Conſcience. 

He having exhorted his children 1n 
a Letter, to Jay hold on time, and 
applyed the old verie, fronte capilla- 
ta, ec. ſaith, Lay theſe things ſeri- 
ouſly to your hearts , and pluck up your 
ſpirits to run with chearfulneſs the race 
that is ſet before you. 


Another of hers to her eldeſt 
{on runs thus : 

Thy father and 1 ſend thee our ble(- 
fing, and thus bearer with ſome neceſſa- 
ries for thee,and ta inquire of thy health. 
But my chiefeſt buſine(ſe is to 1n-mind 
thee of thy promiſe made to mt at part- 
ing, of putting on a firm reſolution to 
caſt off all floth and 1ncogitancy, -_ of 

ul 
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build up thy ſelf in the true fear of God, 
and 4.5 pf Naan to all - 
orders, and a chearful obedience i your 
Parents and Superiours will neceſſarily 
follow, and the benefit of all will ye- 
dound to your ſelf. Conſider, my dear 


child, and grieve not the Spirit of 


Grace, by which you are ſcaled to the 
day of redemption, nor the ſpirit of 
that good man who with ſo much zeal 
and affection endeavonrs the good of 
your ſoul and body, &C. 


Elgin Houle, 
Aſh-Weaneſday. 


In another he writes thus: 

Thy parents covet no more happinefs 
in this world, than to be witneſſes of thy 
well-doing. and thy brothers before we 
aie. Therefore let this work powerfull 
with thee , ſceking to God — 
for a bleſſing upon thy endeavours; for 
thy abilitie to perform any thing that is 
good muſt proceed from him , to whom 


( 60) 


1 commit you both for proteftion, &xc, 


In another thus : 

1 would have you prudent in all 
things, and wiſely to fore-ſee in time 
wch ill conſequences as may befal you ; 
but above all things let your dear mo- 
ther and me conjure you to frame and ſct 
Jour heart to 4 true fear of Almizhty 
God, a dne ſenſe both of your Original 
and Attual tranſereſSions, a firm belief 
7n the merits of Chriſt Jeſus for a full 
pardon of them upon repentance and 
amendment, and a particular applica- 
tion of them to your own ſoul, which you 
may do if your conſcience tell you that 
Jeu doe endeavour to ſubduc all your in- 
ordinate luſts and affections, otherwiſe 
Chriſts merits will be of no efficacy to 
you. Then inthe laſt place, 1 beſeech 
thee never fail to ſeek continually for 
Gods bleſiing upon all thy laudable de- 
ſirens and undertakings, and particu- 


larly in the great work you arc now about, 


the improvement of your ſtudy, wherein 


if you ſucceed well, and keep your heart 


It P 
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up in the fear of God , you will be as 
happy as this world can make you, and 
eternally happy hereafter, T hink of 
theſe things ſeriouſly. 

1 met yeſterday 113 a Book with ſo good 
a Diſtich of Verſes, that I cannot but 
recommend them to thy memory, to be 
imprinted in thy heart for ſound wiſ- 


dome 
--— Si ſapiens fore vis, {ex ſerva , 


quz t1b1 mando; 
Quid loqueris 8 udi, cui,de quo, 
quomodo,quando, 


and I prithee likewiſe take good notice of 


this other ſaying , ana infuſe them all 
Into thy brother. - | 


vere felix eſt, non qui habet quod 
amat, ſed qui amat quod aman- 
ann eſt. 


The Verſes for their ſakes that 
underſtand them not in their own 
Latine drefle, I thus render : 


Wouldſt 


(52) 


Wouldſt thou be wiſe? 1 bid thee note ' 
Six thines in this my rhyme; 

What where,to whom thou ſpeakeſt oucht, 
of whom,how,and the time, 


The ſenſe of the other words are, 
that he # truly happy,not that hath what 
he loves, but that loves that which u 
truly lovely, After which moral 
precepts, he proceeds thus to his 
concluſion ; God Almighty incline thy 
heart principally to a true fear of him, 
and next to abound in ſeveral other 
virtues,which to be found by thy mother 
and m! , will adminiſter wery much 
happineſs to us while we live, and be 


thy own greateſt happineſs at laſt. 
Ottob.16. 1655. 


She 


| Us 
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She, beſides the Tranſlation of the 
whole Book of the Pſalms, lefi ma- 
ny other Eflayes oft her Poetical 
Genius , which ſhe exerciſed in di- 
vine matters onely , as I gueſle by 
ſuch Papers of hers that I have ſeen 
ſince her death. You may lee her 
telicity that way in what ſhe wrote of 
mans Fall , which being briefly de- 
{cribed by her, 1s as tolloweth. 


A DiailoGcus. 


In that ſad day, when by our Parents ) 
fall, 

Themſelves, and we in them did forfeit 
all 

To great Jehovah's wrath, they fearful 
ſonght 

To hide themſelves, but to Arratenment 
broneht 

By Gods all-ſceing eye, half dead with 

car, 

This dreadful woice they in the Ewvc- 

mng hear, | | 


God. 


— a 


(64) 

God. Adam where art thou? Adam. 1n 
the Garden, now 

I heard thy woice, and horrour ſeiz'd my 
brow, 

Cauſe 1 was naked; ſo my ſelf 1 hid. 

God. Who told thee ſo ? Haſt eat the 
fruit forbid ? 

Adam. The woman, whom thou gav ( 
my help to bee, 

Broveht, and 7 ate of that forbidden 
Tree. 

God. 0 what is this that thou haſt done? 
Eve. Alas, 

Lord, by the Serpent TI beguiled was. 

God. For this offence accurſed ſhall he 
be 5 

Nor, Adam,thou, nor your poſteritic 

Should ſcape eternal death, but for his 
ake.. 

Who on his euiltleſſe head your guilt 
ſhall ws, Ah 

Whoſe bruiſed heel ſhall break the Ser- 
pents head, 

And —— , ſin, death and hel 
fhatl Iredds | 


Thts 


7 


he 
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This gracious promiſe us relieves, 

Our ſecend Adam ws reprieves, 

To him, to God, to th holy Ghoſt 

We ( mith the glorious Heavenly 
Hoſt) | 

Deſire eternal praiſe to ſing, 

For our Redemption from death's 


ſling. 


To theſe I ſhall adde onely that 
Elegy which ſhe made of her own 
child, ſtill-born , and the Verſes that 
ſhe preſented with them to her 


 |Husband on her Marriage-day. And 


the rather do I ſelett chele from 
many others, becauſe they do not 
onely reſpect the clulds death, but 
glance at their own mortality. 
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Whe theſe Acrofticks read , may judge 
them lame, 


This Infant being deſcrib'd with half 


her name : 
But view it as 4 relique not entire, 


Before her Chriftendome ſhe did ex- 
prre. 


But God is witneſſe to his Covenant, 
Ana ſhe without the Seal might have 


the Grant. 


he was wot, for God took her from 


(66) 
An Elegy on my firſt child, 
ſtill-born. 


eliques lye here inſbrin'd of that 
chaſte love 
eavens Providence united in 1s 


£w0 : 
ur hopes perſwade us ſhe a plact 


above ; 
eplore our lofſe too mach we dare not 


ates 
re ſhe poſſes't a grave ſhe found her 


tomb, 


the womb. 


She 


gat 


— 
— 
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oy. 

She wanted Baptiſm , but with inno- 
cence 

(Which yet we plead not) ſhe departed 
ence: 

No, 'tus the faith of faithful Abrahams 
eed, 

Through which , Lord , thou ſalvation 
haſt decreed ; 

And with that faith, 1 truſt,thou didſF 
znſpare, 

And adde this little Cherub to thy 
ure : 

That though thou gav ſt her onely dead to 


mee, 


She dy d but to the world, and lives to 


thee. 


To my Husband, preſented 
upon my Marriage-day 
the twelfth year, 
with the former 
Elegy. 


My Dear, I do confeſs this day by me 
Should rather with an Epithalamic 


” Be 
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Be celebrated, than with Funeral 


tears, - 

Enjoying thee, and bliſſe, ſo many 

| Nears. 

But theſe conſiderations may refine 

Onr love from Earth, and make it. more 
arvine. ” 

This little part of us immortal made, 

1s 4 memento, mortal love muſt fade. 

And that will teach us ſo to moderate 

Aﬀections, that when death ſhall one 
tranſlate, 

With calmneſſe the ſurvivour may let 

art, 

The love of Heaves lying neereſt to the 
heart . 

And next to that we may each other 
make 

The Center of cur Jjoyes, and freely 
take 

Delight in either, vying in kind. 
Fife 

Who loves in moſt perfection, man 
br wife. 


And 


- 
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And in this quarrel, I will newer yield, 
Till death thy Champion be , a LIT. 
the field. 
And then 1 le give thee leave thy ſelf 
to boa 
The longer lover, though T loved moſt. 


And when we meet again, our drofs re- 


find, 
Onr earthly part rarified, and calcin'd, 
We fhall to perfect love united tobe, 
And inthis union love eternally. 


I ſhall no farther detain the Rea- 
der with the Reliques, though preci- 
ous, of the dead ; but clole all with 
a word of exhortation to the living. 


—  — — 


| (70) 


To all that are related to 
that Noble Family in 
whoſe ſervice our de- 
ceaſed Friends lived 


and dyed. 


Aving now repreſented unto 
you the Pzety, Graces, and Yartues 

of our dear Friends departed ; what 
remaineth, but that ſeeing we can no 
longer enjoy their ſociety, we imi- 
cate their goodnefle © And this will 
indeed one day bring us to their com- 
pany again,without tear of ſeparation. 
The conjunctions of the beſt friends 
here, beſides the infirmities thar 
break from the moſt devout and 
holy ( whereby their company be- 
comes lelle deſirable) are ſo ſhort 
and momentany , that 1t 1s almoſt 
a doubt whether there be more joy 
in their mutual zztercourſe whileſt 
they 


T” _ 
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they live, or grief in their disjun- 
&ion when they dye , except they 
dye as our Friends did, at the ſame 
time together, It true friendſhip 
be, as he ſaid, One ſoul in divers bo- 
dies, the more friends a - man loleth , 
the oftner he dyeth , as it were , 


whileft he liveth , beholding , as I 


may ſay, {ome portion of himſelf 
torn from himnielt yer turviving., 
Surely this meditation, though it 
ſhould not expel from us Davids 
holy diſpoſition , of placing all our 
celight in 'rhoſe truly excellent per- 


ſons, the Saznts, as he ſpeaks, that are pſ.rg.3. 


por earth : yet it ought to mount up 
our thoughts with a conſideration of 
the tar better condition of the Saznts 
that are in Heaven; as well becauſe 
they cannot be rendred at any time 
lefle acceptable unto us by /i,as alſo 
for that they can never be taken 
from us by bodily ſeparation. 

As tqr you that were born of them, 
(for I know my Lords goodneſle will 
not cut oft the entail of that fayour 

F 4 which 
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which he had to your parents , as 
long as you walk in their ſteps , bur 
look upon you as a part of his Fa- 
mily) what can Ilay moreto you, 


than both Father aad Mother have 
{aid already? Your dying Mother 
indeed was pleaſed to commend you 
to my direction ; and how can I bet- | 
ter diſcharge ſo ſolemn and ſacred a 


truſt, than by recommending you 


back again to hers, who with your | 
careful and pious Father ſcarce ever 


wrote to you any Letters wherein 
they doe not connſel, adviſe, and ex- 
hort you; asif they had ever had that 
precept of S. Pals in their thoughts, 
Te Fathers bring up your children in 


the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. Tt is well that you keep their 


Letters in your Cabinets, (I had not 


otherwiſe had ſo clear a knowledge 
of their pious and tender affections 
toward you) but it will be far better 
if you preſerve them in your hearts , 
for that will render you not onely 


acceptable to mortal men, bur allo 
to 


(29 


to the immortal and eternal God.,and 
to Chriſt, whom Saint Paul calls Lord 
of Lords. 

It is a great affliftion to you ſure, 
to remember your ſad arrival at Am- 
pthil ; for being ſent for to viſit your 
lick parents, you found your father. 
dead,your mother dying, & the next 
day beheld both zxterred in the ſame 
grave. 

God hereby calls for divers duties 
from you : 

Firſt, to recolie&t how thankful 

ou were for the great bleſſing of ſo 
vigilant ,pious and careful parents. 

Secondly , though 1 believe not 
many of your School-tellows enjoy- 


_ ed better advantages, and means of 


improvement, to reflect whether your 
progreſle in Piety and Learning hath 
been proportionable, 
Thirdly , by the withdrawing of 
that zzfluence which your parents had 
upon you,to adviſe, counſel, admoniſh 


| and provide for you, God calleth 
upon you to litt up your hearts unto 


_ himſelf, 
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Heſ.14.3. himſelf, in whom the F atherleſſe find- 
eth mercy. The bowels of the moſt 
tender parents are but rocks compa- 
red with his, if we will but carry our 
ſelves as his duriful and obedient 
children, Remember , that when 
Gods Paternity is mentioned , all 
earthly Fatherhood vaniſheth , and 

Mar. 3.9, therefore Chriſt ſaith , Call no man 
your Father upon the Earth, for one s 
your Father, which i in Heaven, 

What though you have loſt a 
Father and Mother , of lo great 
Providence and care, as well for your 
ſpiritual as temporal eſtate © Re- 
member whoſe inſtruments they 
were, and conſider that they were 
not Fountains, but Chanels, not 
Springs , but Riwulets of the good | 
which you received by them. You 
are not to deſpair of enjoying ſtill 
what you enjoyed before ; their 
death hath not mtercepted Gods 
waters of comfort from you » bur 
prompted you onely to ſeek them 


from an higher hand. A Chriſtian as 
= {uch, 
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ſuch, hath but one Father , and he is 
immortal ; none can beget us a new 
off-ſprize, but God alone ; and be- 
cauie upon that account chiefly we 
ſubſiſt ( for thus as Saint Fawes Jan.1.18. 
ſpeaks ) we come tobe a firſt-frait of 
Gods creatures , therefore our pa- 
rents which ſo communicate their 
{ ſubſtance, that they derive alſo their 
{in to us, which deſtroys that ſub- 
ſtance, are not fathers at all in reſpect 
of him, who onely giveth the ſoul 
in the way of nature, ( and therefore 
| the earthly father is but father of the Heb.I 3.9. 
- | fleſhat beft, and that too as an inſtru- 
y | mentonely) and then regenerates it 
e mthe way of grace, till he beautifie 
t i1tatlaſt with the crown of glory. 
d | Laſtly, let me deſire you to pay 
u | that duty and obedience to my Lords 
Il | commands, which is meet for a per- 
Ir | {on of his qualny toreceive, and your 
IS | relation to render unto him. You 
It | will find that all his injunctions will 
n | tendto your good, and therefore as 
8 tar as you ſhould tail ro comply with 
2 his 
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his pious and prudential admonitions, | 
you would forget your own intereſs 


and concernment, When referred 
you to your parents Letters, I make 


account I requeſted your obediegce 


to your worthy Maſter, for ſo do they, 
as you know, abundantly ; I cannot 
ſay more than they doe, and I need 
not, I hope, ſay ſo much, I will not 
admit of ſo much as a thought that 
autherity , diligence , great ability to 
diſcharge his truſt, and no lefle care 
of your liberal , pious and 1ngenuous 
education can concenter in one man, 
and not be ftronger attractives of 
your duty to ſo worthy a perſon,than 
any bad examples will be pull-backs 
from it. 

As God hath endowed you both 
with excellent parts, ſo take care to 
employ them to the glory of the 
giver, who may molt juſtly challenge 
the homage of that ſtrength which 
flowed from no other Fountain , but 
that of his own bounty, and yet when 


we pertorm that duty, looks upon it 
as 


| 
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: ' aS4 kind of obligation upon himſelf ; 
eſs 


not onely to increale our abilities 
with farther grace , but alſo to crown 
the employment of his own gifts ra- 
ther, than our works, with eternal 


glory, I ſhall thinkI have well diſ- 


charged the truſt repoſed in me by 
your mother ; when I have recom- 
mended you to your worthy Maſters 
counſel and directions, and your de- 
ceaſed parents good example. 

To the reſt of che Family, I praiſe 


| God that I can {peak under two qua- 
| lifications onely;either as wholly pre- 


ſerved from the late diffemper , or as 
recovered from it; for at preſent 
(bleſſed be God) fick there are none 


| thar belong to it, Ye whom the 
Goodneſſe of God hath preſerved 
| from (ſuch infirmities, under which 


you ſaw ſo many of your friends de- 
cained, recollect, I beleech you,how 
you were aftected with their affliction, 
did you mourn with them 72 brotherly 
compaſson , pray tor them in Chriſtian 
charity, bear a part with them in the 

; Fellowſhip 
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Fellowſhip of the ſame ſþ:r7it, though 
not in the ſoc:ety of the ſame correcti- 


0: 78 I cannot but commend this 


frame of heart in you, and pray, that 


this excellent grace of brotherly lowe 
_ continue 1n you, and abownd more 
ana more. And becauſe God hath 
hitherto preſerved you from the rod 
that lay ſo heavy upon the backs of 
divers both of your fellow-ſervants, 
and others, I moſt earneſtly in- 
treat you, that none of you deſpiſe 
the riches of his goodneſſe, forbearance 
and /ong- ſuffering, but know, that this 
way of God leadeth you to repen- 
zance;, as well to begin it where it 1s 
not begun, as to renew 1t where 1t 1s. 
It it be a great mercy to be reſtored to 
health, it is ſure a greater to be pre- 
ſerved from ſickneſſe. What there- 
tore you would have done upon con- 
diriG11 you might have been reſtored , 
had you bee:: ſick, omit not that at 
leaſt, ſeeing God hath kept you from 
{ickneſle; kept you, I fay , when ſo 
many have felt his corredting hand. 


As 
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As for you whom God hath raiſed 
from the bed of your nfirmity , you 
cannot (to uſe the Prophet .14»205 'S 
expreſſion) chuſe but look upon your 


ſelves as fire-brands pluckt out of the "0s 4. 


burning , even that burning Fever TE 
and diſtemper which hach conſumed 
many to athes in ſeveral parts of this 
Nation. It is good to hear the rod, 
(for a language it hath, except we be 


dull of hearing) and him that hath ygic.5.g. 


appointed it, Your ſelves know (for 
every man is beſt acquainted with 
the plague of his own heart) what was 
{poken to you when you lay languiſh- 
ing under the chaftiſement of the Fa- 
ther of ſpirits, who not after the pal- 


ſons of the Fathers of our fleſh, cor- j, _.-. 


rects us , but for our profit , that we ro. 
might be partakers of hw holineſs. 
All affliction p#n:fheth or correcteth, 
or trieth us. If we walk contrary to 
God, he will walk contrary to us, 
and what we ſuffer here is but the be- 
ginning of forrowes; it were worth 
the while to ſet ſome time apart , 
wherein 


—— 


-- 


(50) 


wherein you might heedfully recol- 
le, what frame of heart you found 
in the agony of your diſtempeis, how 
broken for ſin , how thirſly for Chri 

and hi righteouſneſſe, what remorſe 7 
offending your Heavenly F ather, what 
reſolutions if you ſhould recover,to pleaſe 
him; and yet, what patzence , ſhould 
he have _ continued your diſtemper, 


_ or thereby have tran qo you hence ;, to 


ſubmit to his will who can will nothing 
but what 1s holy, juſt and good, for 
nothing would be ſo, were it not 
conformable to his will. : 
The day of our afflictioz is the 
ſeaſon of the ſpirits conwittion. YYe 


. are verily guilty, lay Foſephs brethren, 


concerning our brother, in that we ſaw 


the anguiſh of his ſoul,&c. therefore is 
this Sen come upon us, They 


were guilty before, they ſaw it then; 
oculos quos culpa claudit pena aperit, 
ſin ſhuts, but puniſhment opens our eyes, 
eſpecially that puniſhment which 
brings us near the gates of death, and 
quickneth us to bethink our _ 

what 
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what will become of thoſe precious 
ſouls ot ours, which we have toolith- þ 
ly defiled for a thing of nought: 
I know it is the voice of nature it 
ſelf, to call upon God in the wore, 
if not in the expreſſion of David, 0 
ſpare me, that 1 may recover ſlrength be- vr.39.13. 
fore I goe hence and be no more: but 
they are the breathines of grace ,, tO 
ſpeak with the ſame holy man, in a- 
nother place, 7 will praiſe thee for Pſ.118. 
thou haſt heard me , and art become my ** 
ſalvation. IT ſhall not dye, bus live, 
and declare the ,works of the, Lord. Sure 
it were meet that ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary ſhould be returned unto God 
for (uch a mercy,. the denial whereof 
unto many, makes it extraordinary, 
If any of you ſhould (as I hope you 
will all) enter into debate with your 
ſouls, how you ſhould acquic your 
ſelves in this behalf, and ſay , YYhat pr.s. 
all I render unto the Lord for all his ":- 
benefits toward me? 1 cannot dire 
you to a better courſe than you ſee 
taken by that good King in the ſame 
place, 


ay. 34 
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Dan. 6.10. Y'Yhen'he knew thut- the V Vriting was 


but King Darins, for thirty dayes 


1n theſe returns, puts off, I ſay , not 
the ingernity of a Chriſtian , but the 


(82) 
place; 7 will pay my vows, 7 will offer 
to thee the ſacrifice of thankſeiving,and 
will call upon the Name of the Lord, 1 
will pay my vows unto the- Lord inthe 
preſence of- all his people. "To: praiſe 
God then for his mercy received,and” 
to offer unto him the ſacrifice of a 
ftrict and conſtant obedience for the 
time to come, and that too ſo pub- 
lickly, thar all his people may take 
notice of it, ts the ſumme of the 
duty which you owe to him for his 
efpecial mercy vouchſated unto you. 
"Thar man ſure is'of in excellent ſpt- 
rit, who with Danzel can praiſe God 
in the day of his extremet diſtrefle ; 


frencd, (that Writing that prohibited 
the Petitioning' of any God or Man 


ſpace) he went into hw houſe, and three 
119es 4 day, not onely prayed, but gave 
thanks before his God : but he that in 
the day of- his deliverance 1s barren 
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nature of 2 man, which by the exexr- 
ciſe of reaſon onely, ſees that favors 
call for acknowledgements upon. 10 
much the greater ob{:gation, by how 
much they were more freely confer- 
red upon us, _ ve 
It is one end of Gods deliverances, 
that, being enlarged thereby, we 
ſhould be more, chearful and zealous 
in declaring the praiſes of hum. that 
hath healed us. Thou haſt kept me 4- 
live, that 7 ſhould not oc down inte the 
pit, faith David; and what follows © 


| pos wnto the Lord, (0 ye Saints of his} 
give thanks at the.remembrance of 


an 
his Holineſſe. And afterwards jn the 
ſame Plalm, Thou haſt turned for me 
my mourning into dancing 3 thou haſt 
put off my ſack-cloth , and girded me 
with gladneſſe;, to the end that my 
glory may ſing praiſe to thee, and not 
be ſilent: And oblerve how the ho- 
ly Prophet complies with Gods end 
in his devout refolution: O Lord my 
Goa, I will give thanks anto thee for: e- 
ver, The behaviour of our worthy 
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friend departed, way inſpire a com- 
mendable emulation into all you 
hearrs of leaving the world , as h:: 
did; I doe not lay , that an holy life 


will alwayes be concluded with ſo 


reſolnte, a death, You know who ſaid 
in the agonzes of his death, My God, 
My God, _ haſÞ thou forſaken me * 
But I am ſure an hofy life will be 
concluded with an happy death; and 
it we be able to ſay 1n the full reſto- 
zation of our ſelves unto God , Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my ſþi- 
7it, though we dye with tears on our 
cheeks, yet we ſhall riſe with crowns 
on our heads, and Hallelwjahs in our 
mouths , ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
and the Za praiſing God for the 
ruth of the Law, and the mercy of 


the Goſpel,the righteouſneſſe of the one, 


and the peace of -the other , for ever 
and ever, | 

In the mean time accompt it your 
happineſle to have been preſerved in 


the union of this National Church in 


whoſe tellowſlup our dear brother de- 
| parted, 
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the one, ſo he dehorts from the {oci- 


* 

parted, profeſſed himſelf to leave this 
world. I well know, you may lee 
much to be blamed in many of them 
that boaſt themſelves ro be ſons of 
the Church of Zzeland, I wiſh all 
their ſpots were the [pots of children; 
but yer whileſt we thun the ſins of 


our brethren, we muſt not forſake the 


boſome of our mother, who is no leſle 
deeply (and far more dangerouſly ) 
wounded with the pride of the Do- 
aatiſt, than with the x0: of the Lz- 
bertine , and prayeth earneſtly for 
the repentance of both, becaule ſhe 
knows the peril of both, the ſepara- 
tion of the one being as deſtructive to 
the ſoul , as the /:centionſneſſe of the 
other. 

Saint Paul was equally oppolite to 
both theſe ſorts ot perſons , as you 
may ſee, comparing the 17. and 18. 
verſes of the 16. chap. ot the Epiſt. 
to the Romans, with the 18. and 19. 
verſes of the third chap. of the Epiſt. 
to the Plilippians; as he weeps for 


ety 
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ety of the other, and teacheth us b 
his expreſle cenſure of both, that the 
belly is the God of both , though the 
Schiſmatick hath the better pretenſi- 
ons, whuleſt by good words and fair 
ſpeeches, he deceiveth the hearts of the 
ſimple. | 

I know my Lord will never be 
wanting in his care for you, in provi- 
ding ſuch ſpiritual Guides in his Fa- 
mily , as may lead you in the right 
path, And aſſure your ſelves, this 1s 
no {mall advantage in theſe ' giddy 
times ; For the pride of the Pelagt- 
an, and the ſenſuality of the Predeſtz- 
#4rian (1 mean not (uch as maintain 
the doctrine of the ſeventeenth Arti- 
cle of our Church , much leſs ſuch 
as defend S, Pauls aſlertion of free- 
grace, flowing neither from fazth, nor 
works tore-ſeen in us , but the good 
pleaſure of Gods will towards 1s in 
Chriſt . but ſuch as pervert it, 
-by making void the Covenant 
of Grace, wherein we promiſe holy 


" obedience on our part, as well as God 
_—_ 
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(57) 
pardon and forgiveneſle on his) have 
made ſuch 7z-rodes into the Vineyard 
of our Church, as threaten a detola- 
tion thereof, without Gods ' merciful 
protection over it, You have been 
happy in the directions of ſober; lear- 
ned , and able ſpiritual Teachers, 
whoſe remembrance cannot but be 
freſh in your thoughts, though their 
perſons are withdriwn trom that No-. 
ble Family wherein you continue. : 
I wiſh f were as able to diſcharge 
the duty they performed, as I 'am 
willing zo ſpcud and be ſpent in the 
ſervice of your faith; but however, 
the doctrine of life 13a treaſure, and 
{o to be eſteemed , be the weſſel thar 
conveys 1t but of earth, Saint Pauls 
example, requeſting ſo otten the 
prayers of the Church. tor. the tulfil- 
ling of Iis Miniſtry , guideth me ear- 
neſtly to deſire the like brotherly 
office from you; and his practiſe of 
praying for thole zo-whom he prcach- 
ed,prompteth me to perform the like 


you 


(88) 
| | 


you for mes and me for you; by gi- | 
ving unto me the unwerthieſt of his 

Miniſters the ſpirit of utterance , and 

unto you the ſpirit of meekneſſe, reve- 

rence and obedjence, that having faith- 

fully diſcharged the duties of our ſe- 

veral places here in the days of our 

pilgrimage, we may at the end of - 
our Chriſtian race receive that crows 

of immortality and glory , which I 

hope our beloved friends do now en- 

Joy, and which Chriſt will afluredly 
beſtow upon all that ove his appear- 

ing... Now nnto him , who hath cal- 

led 'us 10 his eternal glory by Feſs 
Chriſt , and. is able to eſtabliſh and 
| arp us in our Chriſtian race , 
be. honour and glory , dominion and 
-uuiverſal obedience for eyer and 
-ever. Amen. 


